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Series of 1998

Subject Revised Guidelines in the lmportation of Agricultural
Producls

-,

WHEREAS, Republic Act No. 8178, olherwise known as he "/\griculluml
Tariffication Act" expressly repealed Section 23-(10) of Fepublic Act No. 7607,
antitled "An Act Providing a Magna Carla for Small Fanmers," which stales, amony
othors, that impou\n\ion shall hot be allowed on agnicul\ural products that are
produced locally in sullicient quantity;”

WHEREAS, prior lo the passage of R.A. 8174, Memorandum Order Mo. 95
was issued on 27 February 1993 directing this Department, the Gentral Bank, and
the Bureau of Gusloms, o draw up a mechanisim lo ensure compliance with
Seclion 23 (10) of A 7607, '

WHEREAS, by vilue ol said directive, his Department jsuued
Administfative Order No. 23 series of 1993 providing for the Guidelines tor
implementing Memorandum Order No. 90;

, WHEREAS, said Memorandum Order No. 95 has likewise been deemetl
repealed, amended, or modilied accordingly,

WHEREAS, lhere is a need lo formalize the revised guidelines in the
importation of agricultural products, specilically, bul not limited to corn and com
subslilules, live poultry, poullry meal and meal producls, live hoys, porl and pork
products, ,

NOW THEREFORE, in accordance with Republic Act No. 8178, the
lollowing revised guidelines are promutygated:

1. Application ot L/Cs or olher modes of payment for e importation ol
agricultural  products need to be accompanied by a sanitary and
phylosanitary (5PS) cerliticate’ from the DA andior DA's concermned
ayenhcies as a prorequisile. hmport permits providing for volumelquantity
restrictions are no longor applicable.



{ , N

2o mportation of agricullural products, when applicable, must be accompanied
by a Minimum Access Volume (MAV) Tmport Celificate issued by the MAV

Sacrelarial, in order that the importer may avail of the in-quota taritf rale.

.3 Further, the release ol these goods shall be subject to inspection by the
Depariment or its aulhorized agencies al lhe port of enliy to enswie
complinnce with sanitany and phylosanilary standards.  Uponelease lrom
cusloms cuslody, imporled agricultural products shall also be subject 1o
axisting SPS inspection regulalions.

4. I the case of com substitttes such as wheal, baley, 1ye, and oals, a
Sociole Generale de Surveillance (5GS) Clean Heport ol Findings neoed 1o
be secwed belore the entry and release of such goods,
h. Any juridical entily violaling the provisions of this Administrative Order shall
_ be subject lo appropriale administralive sanclions under exisling penal
4 provisions ol this Departiment and its’ altuchod agencies, the Bangko Sentral
ng Pilipinas, and Bueau ol Customs, and the penal provisions ol the
Consuimers Acl. Adiministrative sanclions may alsv be imposed by the BSP
upon banking institutions found violating this Order, including their directors
and ollicers responsible for such violalions.

6. This Administralive Order supersedes and repeals DA AO 23, series ol
1993, and amends DA AO 10, series of 1996 and DA AO 11, saries of 1997,
as wall as other AOsg inconsistent with the same.

This Order shall lake ellect lilleen (15) days upon publication in a
newspaper ol national circulation.
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: SALVADOR H. ESCUDERO 1
secrelary

Delinilion ol an SPS Catlilicale:

An SRS Celilicale relers (o the document issued, where approptiate, by either the DA or its
concemed agencles such as the Bureau ol Animal Industry, the Bureau of Plant Industiy, or the
Bureau ol Fisheries and Aquatic Hasouices 1o the impotler, prescribing the procedines requited
lo ensue that the plants and plant products, animals and meats, and lish and Hsh products baing
impoited are it lor human consumption and/or not capable of harboring plant/animal pest and
diseases. Such SPS cerlificale shall be accompanied by an SPS clearance issued by the
expotling counlry complying with the procedures prescribed in tho said ceitilicate.



